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Dear Parent or Carer, 
 
I hope this letter finds you well and not too worried about the unknown of next week. Leaving                  
behind the lockdown in the education sector and returning to vastly new times is probably               
creating a variety of feelings amongst us. As you would hope and expect, we have put everything                 
in place to make our school as safe as possible, whilst also ensuring we don’t lose the                 
enjoyment, nurture and care that our pupils require from school. So, after the chaos of the last                 
few weeks, following the issuing and then re-issuing of GCSE and A-level examination grades              
and the change in protocol over face coverings, I feel that I have to share this update by saying                   
this is based on the current advice but we will change as, when and if guidance changes. 
 
Specifically, on the wearing of face coverings in school, primary children are not required to wear                
a face covering, and guidance recommends this. If a pupil arrives at school wearing a mask/face                
covering this should be removed, and either disposed of or bagged. Alongside this, staff working               
within a bubble do not need to wear a face covering, as guidance states they should try to                  
maintain a two meter distance between themselves and pupils. We are, however, asking any              
member of staff who goes between bubbles e.g. cleaners, lunchtime staff, office staff as well as                
Mrs Dunn and myself, to wear face coverings when entering bubbles. Alongside this, staff can               
wear face coverings when outside of their bubble. Any visitor to school, such as pupil support,                
must also wear a face covering at all times. 
 
A very detailed set of protocols have been issued to the staff this week, including an updated risk                  
assessment, visitor and staff protocols. We have had considerable experience of safely operating             
school under COVID-19 restrictions last term. However, that was for a reduced number of pupils               
so all procedures have been updated as we will be welcoming all pupils and staff back from                 
Tuesday of next week. 
 
We are minimising contact between different year groups by using different entry and exit points               
as well as adjusting the finish times slightly. Specific information, including times for arrival and               
dismissal, was issued at the end of last term. I do understand that these can be ‘misplaced’ so                  
copies have been shared again.  
 
In addition to this, I also wanted to highlight the following points: 
• Uniform: We still expect everyone to adhere to our Uniform Policy.  
• Hand Sanitiser: We have provided hand sanitiser at multiple points around school. All pupils will                
have access to these, and visitors and staff are expected to use these on entry to school. 
• Behaviour: I appreciate that these are uncertain times, but we will expect all pupils to follow the                  
school’s rules and behave in line with expectations. 
• Visitors to site: Currently we are not able to accept any visitors on site apart from those who                   
work with specific pupils or without prior authorisation. Unfortunately, this also includes parents             
and carers. Please contact the school office via phone or email if you have a query. 
• Forgotten Items: Unfortunately, due to the restrictions we will not be able to accept any items in                  
the office for delivery to a pupil during the school day. I appreciate that this will cause concern but                   
please be reassured we will be as flexible as possible in finding a solution. If your child has                  
forgotten an important item, such as an Asthma inhaler, please do let the school know as soon as                  
possible. 
• PE/games: Pupils will continue to have PE/games sessions during the week, hopefully outside.              
They will need their named PE bag which will be kept in school and returned at the end of half                    
term. 
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• Water bottles: Originally, we asked that water bottles were not brought to school. Following               
advice, we now ask that children DO bring in a filled water bottle which they will keep on their                   
desks at all times. This will be taken home daily and must be cleaned and refilled for the following                   
day. 
 
As the guidance changes, which we are anticipating, we will update these so please continue to                
read any updates and also share this information with your child(ren). 
 
Finally, the school that everyone is returning to next week is not the same environment that they                 
left in March. Having lived through one of the weirdest summers on record, I’m sure many pupils                 
and parents are desperate to return to some form of normality with the reopening of schools.                
However, we all need to be prepared that the more restricted environment that pupils are               
returning to may be unsettling at first, and it will take time for all of us to adjust to this. 
 
If you have any queries or comments about next week, or anything else you need clarification on,                 
please contact us on our email address enquiries@stjosephsjarrow.co.uk.  
 
Take care everyone 
 
Mr Paul Craig 
Headteacher 

mailto:enquiries@stjosephsjarrow.co.uk

