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7th September 2018 

Dear all,  
 
Hello and welcome back to school for the start of another academic year. It was lovely to see so many 

parents and children this morning and I am sure everyone was very excited! 
 
Welcome  
I would like to extend a huge warm welcome to the new families joining us in our school. Many new 

children and parents have started in the nursery, Reception and in other classes across the school. I do hope you 
settle quickly into school and make the most of your time with us by getting involved in school events, joining the 
Friends of St. Joseph’s Association, and coming along to all the wonderful things we are busy planning for this year. 
The first meeting of the Friends will take place soon and we will inform you about this in the coming weeks.  

 
Staffing  
There have been a few changes to our staffing this year. Mr Charlton has taken on the Acting Deputy 

Head responsibility, while continuing in his role as Year 6 teacher. Mrs Vedhara is now in Year 5, Ms Armstrong in 
Y3 and Mrs McMillin in Year 2. Mrs Bertram continues her maternity leave with Miss Cooper continuing to cover 
for her in Nursery. Our new School Direct Trainee is Miss Hunt, who will be training with us all year – I am sure she 
will make a great teacher with our care and guidance. 

 
Attendance and holiday requests  
Our attendance figure for 2017-18 was 96.5%. Our school target is 96.7%. Every school day is precious 

and pupil leave in term time will only be granted in exceptional circumstances. We thank you in advance for your 
commitment to your child’s education. For any holiday requests, a form must be used. This is available from the 
school office, and must be completed and supported by evidence e.g. letters from employers, work rotas, wedding 
invitations etc. prior to the event. This is for every absence including long weekends or single days. The back of the 
form outlines the policy on penalty notices. 

 
Uniform  
Standard of uniform is, as ever, exceptionally high, thank you - the children look ‘as smart as carrots!’ Our 

uniform shows that we are part of St Joseph’s Primary School community, and we have the highest expectations 
from our pupils with regards to school uniform. Please can we maintain this high standard and encourage all 
children to wear their uniform smartly. Please could we ask that particular attention is given to the following:  

 

· All uniform is clearly labelled with the child’s name.  
· Pupils with long hair should be tied back.  
· Skirts should be of an appropriate and modest length.  
 

Could I also remind parents that children should not wear earrings. The only exception is if they have 
been recently pierced. If this is the case, we ask you to cover them up with a plaster. Where this has happened your 
child will be allowed to wear their earrings for a very limited period. Could I also remind parents that we don’t 
allow extreme haircuts. This means we do not expect patterns shaved onto pupils heads and hair dyed in colour. 
Where this has happened we will ask you to let it grow out and to not do it again during term time. 

 
PE Kits  
It is important that our children are ready and equipped for their weekly PE sessions and we have school 

PE kits for that purpose. Plimsolls should be provided for indoor PE sessions and trainers and appropriate warm 
clothing for outdoors.  

 
Dinner Money 
School dinners remain at a cost of £1.90 per day (£9.50 per week). Dinners must be paid for in advance.  



Walking home from school  
 
We expect children from Nursery to Y4 to be picked up from school by a known adult. Some parents want 

to encourage independence when their children reach Y5 and Y6 and they start to allow their children to walk 
home. This is a parental decision, but we will only allow this to happen if the parent signs a form to indicate they 
are happy for this to happen. Please pick one up from the office. 

 
Photograph Consent  
As you know the school has a website (www.stjosephsjarrow.co.uk). We are currently setting up a 

facebook page and twitter account so that you are able to share our news and get up to date information. We do 
need consent for your child’s photograph to be used within these. All photos are used sensitively, promoting the 
excellent work and experiences that your children partake in during their time in school. Children’s photos may be 
used on our website, Facebook and Twitter pages, as well as the local press. When children attend residentials or 
externally organised events you may be asked to sign a separate consent form for the company involved with that 
particular activity. Rather than issuing every child with a new photo consent form, we are introducing an annual opt 
out system. This means that if you do not want your child’s photo to be used in any or all of the above mentioned 
media then you are required to provide us with that request in writing, no later than Friday 14th September. Please 
address it for the attention of Mrs Lloyd and send it into school via the office. You are entitled to change your mind 
anytime, simply inform the office. 

 
Welcome Mass  
Our Welcome Mass will take place in St. Joseph’s Church on Wednesday 12th September at 9.15am. 

Everyone is welcome. 
 
Extended Schools Activities  
As part of a review of extended schools activities, we are seeking ways to improve and extend our 

provision of extra-curricular activities for KS1/KS2 children. School staff and outside coaches currently offer a range 
of extended schools clubs and activities (for example, multi-sports, Mini Vinnies, recorder, library, etc.) both during 
lunchtimes and after school. We are looking at ways to complement our already packed programme and would like 
to know if any parents, carers, grandparents or other friends of the school have a suitable level of skill or relevant 
qualification and would like to offer their services to run or support an extra-curricular activity. We will consider all 
suggestions – it would be nice to have any people come forward who can do needlework or art as well as sporting 
support. If you think that this is something you would like to get involved in, please contact Mrs Whalen or the 
school office. 

 
School Calendar and events  
Please find attached the school calendar showing some of the events for the coming term. There are 

some events which we have not been able to finalise yet. When other events are scheduled during the year, you 
will receive more detailed information through our newsletters, our website, social media and our messaging 
services. 

 
Diary Dates 

Teacher Training Day (School Closed)  Friday 28th September 
Parent Teacher Consultations Monday 15th and Tuesday 16th October 
Start of Half term Holiday Week beginning Monday 22nd October 
Return to school Monday 29th October 

 
Thank you  
On a personal note, may I say a huge thank you for all the good wishes this week. It is much appreciated 

and I look forward to working closely with you all in supporting our wonderful children. We are fortunate to have 
your fantastic support and be assured, as a staff, of our commitment to making your children happy and successful.  

 
Finally, I am sure the children will all be tired this weekend, so rest well and recharge your batteries this 

weekend! 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 

http://www.stjosephsjarrow.co.uk/


Mr P Craig 
Headteacher 


